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‘Star Light’ 
by Isaac Asimov 

I.  Reorder the events chronologically:  

a) Arthur Trent was hired to help.       ___    
b) He keeps waiting for the computer results.      ___  
c) Brennmeyer stored all the information in the computer memory.   ___   
d) He explained him how the escape would work.     ___    
e) Trent waits for death.        ___ 
f) He regrets not having kept his knife.       ___ 
g) The police pursue his spaceship.            1 
h) Trent makes the Jump into hyperspace.      ___ 
i) For 30 years Brennmeyer created a map with all the stars and inhabited planets. ___  
j) Trent discovers the star is a nova.       ___ 
k) Brennmeyer stole the Krillium.       ___ 
l) The old man was assassinated.       ___ 

II. Reorder these events according to the structure of the short-story: 
 

1.Introduction 2. Development  3.The outcome 
 

 Example:  g. 
 
 

Flashback The escape  
  

 
III. Write a short summary of this story. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IV. Who says the following? Why? 

a.  ‘Trent! You can't get away.’ 
b.  ‘It's the getaway, young man,' 
c.  ‘And we don't find ourselves, either. We wouldn't have the foggiest way of getting to an inhabited planet.' 
d.  ‘I design computers and I have the best.’ 
e.  ‘Sounds too complicated.’ 
f.  ‘Don't count on it,' 'Ignore it.' 

 
V. Rewrite the sentences below, making any necessary changes but keeping their meaning. 
a. Trent was being pursued owing to a crime he had committed.                    
Trent was being pursued because … 
 
b. They were flying at maximum speed in order to catch him.     
They were flying at maximum speed so that… 
 
c. As the police spaceship was faster, they would soon catch him. 
The police would soon catch him as a result of… 
 
d. First they discovered the corpse. Then they started the pursuit. 
After… 
 
e. Their plans were ruined owing to the lack of information on that star.  
Their plans were ruined because… 
 
f.  ‘Getting it into space is no good, Mr Brennmeyer,’ Trent said. ‘We'll be caught in half a day.’ 
Trent said... 
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