
CONNECTORS 

Meaning  Special notes Examples of use 

CAUSE 

 OR  

REASON 

* because 

* as / since 

* due to / owing to / because of   

     as a result of /on account of 

 usually introduces a second clause (v + s) 

 at the beginning or in the middle (v + s) 

             + noun* 

Languages are very important because we need them to communicate. 

As we need them to communicate, languages are very important. 

Languages are very important since we need them to communicate. 

Due to our need* to communicate, languages are very important. 

 

CONCESSION 
OR 

CONTRAST 

* although / though / even though 

* but, yet , still, nevertheless, however  

* despite / in spite of 

* whereas / while / whilst 

 at the beginning or introduce a second clause (v+s) 

these connectors normally introduce the second 
clause (v+s) and take a comma (,)    

 + gerund1 or noun2 

 at the beginning or introduce a second clause(v+s) 

Although I have some difficulties, I like learning English. 

I like learning English, although I have some difficulties. 

I like learning English. However, I have some difficulties. 

1In spite of  having some difficulties, I like learning English. 
2In spite of my difficulties, I like … 

While I like learning English, my brother hates it. 

I like learning English, whereas my brother hates it. 

RESULT 
* therefore, consequently,  

so, as a result,... 

 they normally introduce the second clause (v + s) 
He needed to learn new vocabulary, so he started reading more. 

He needed to learn new vocabulary, therefore he started reading 
more. 

PURPOSE * in order to, so as to 
*  so that 

 + infinitive 

 + clause (v + s) (usually with can/could) 

He started reading more in order to learn more vocabulary. 

He started reading more so that he could learn new vocabulary 

CONDITION * if, unless, as long as, provided that  used in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd conditional If you read more, you will learn more vocabulary. 

As long as you keep reading, you will learn more vocabulary.  

ADDITION * besides, furthermore, moreover, and  they normally introduce the second clause (v + s) He started reading more. Besides, he also started listening to 
the BBC’s news service. 

TIME * when , while, as 

* after / before 

* as soon as 

* since 

 

 at the beginning or in the middle (v + s) 

 

He started learning English, when he began primary school. 

He started learning German, before he went to Austria. 

As soon as he arrived, he started a German language course. 

He has been learning English since he started primary school. 
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